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1. Why Ethical Cities?  
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We are living in the Urban Age 

In 1976, when the first UN Habitat 
Conference took place, the urban 
population represented 38% of the 
total. 
 
By 2016, when Habitat III takes 
place, the urban population will 
represent 54.5%, projected to 
reach 84% by 2050 (6.3 billion 
urban dwellers).  
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Cities in 2050 

90 per cent of the urban population growth to 2050 
will occur in developing countries.  
 
A large part will be in the shape of informal 
settlements (could be as many as 2 billion people 
living in slums). 
 
India is projected to add 404 million urban 
dwellers, China 292 million and Nigeria 212 million. 
 
Meanwhile, both developing and westernised/
developed cities face immediate urgent problems… 
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2016: Urban problems 

•  Economy/ unemployment. 
•  Income inequalities, crime, 

homelessness, lack of access to 
affordable housing. 

•  Failing / poor infrastructure, congested 
streets, uncontrollable urban sprawl 
and an ever-tightening public purse. 

•  Carbon lock-in. 
•  Accountability, governance, corruption. 



.  

Can Mayors rule the world? 
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2. Priorities: The case for the ethical city 
 

FIRST: we can change the future 
of city development 
 
SECOND: we can counter 
regressive city trends 
 
THIRD, we can advance 
alternatives, reshaping 
dominant city agendas in more  
ethical directions. 



Scale of the Challenge 

Source: The Guardian, 21 June 2016  

•  How can we build social inclusion? 
•  How can we maximise benefit from growth and 

migration to our cities?  
•  How can we safeguard and promote urban culture 

and services accessible to all? 
•  How can we combat corruption? 
 
In Colombia, an estimated 1,380 local mayors have been 
charged with corruption over an eight-year period. 

In Ukraine, one-in-10 of all news reports address corruption 
issues in urban development. 

Transparency International labels the City of London the 
world’s “number-one home for the fruits of corruption.” 
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3. Ethical city principles 

A key starting point is the 
proposition the cities that fail to 
build ethical futures, social 
inclusion and citizen engagement 
become less attractive, less 
sustainable and more vulnerable to 
the negative effects of shocks and 
mega-trends over time.   
 
They become dysfunctional and 
anti-social as individual citizens 
begin to prioritise their narrow 
short-term interests over those of 
their community.  

An ethical city cares about:  
- human rights 
- environmental sustainability 
- everyone having a decent place to 
live and work  
- corruption (and stopping it) 
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Normative ethical theory 

What ought we to do?  
 
Ethics is concerned with what is “right, fair, just or good”, not 
what is most acceptable or expedient. 
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Practical Ethics 

Is it right to spend money 
entertaining ourselves when 
we could use that money to 
help people living in extreme 
poverty? 
 
An ethical leader needs to put 
themselves in the position of 
those affected by their 
decisions.  

Professor of Bioethics at Princeton University, and a Laureate Professor at the Centre for 
Applied Philosophy and Public Ethics at the University of Melbourne. 
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Becomes a question of social justice 

David Harvey is Distinguished Professor of 
Anthropology at the Graduate Center of the 
City University of New York. 

1973 book analysing the core issues in city 
planning and policy—employment and 
housing location, zoning, transport costs, 
concentrations of poverty. 
 
The central point is the relationship 
between social justice and space.  
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The Just City 

For London, Susan Fainstein looks 
at the 2012 Olympics and concludes 
the:  
 
"huge expenditure involved took 
away resources from other parts of 
London and the country more widely 
without providing them any benefits 
beyond the glory of hosting the 
Games.” 
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“Shared ethics” enable people to find 
common ground. 

A moral operating system cannot 
achieve a sense of common ground 
unless it acknowledges competing 
“allegiances or values.”  

When races, religions, and ethnicities 
share space and interact on a daily 
basis, they do not suppress their primary 
loyalties.  

Focus on Multiculturalism 



SDGs and the ethical city concept 

At least 3/17 address inequity and livelihoods  
directly: 
•  Goal 8 is to “Promote sustained, inclusive and  

sustainable economic growth, full and  
productive employment and decent work for all”; 

•  Goal 10 is to “Reduce inequality within and among countries”; and 
•  Goal 11 is to “Make Cities and Human Settlements Inclusive, Safe, 

Resilient and Sustainable”. 

We add to this the idea of “shared ethics” about what SHOULD be 
done in the city to tackle inequality, environmental degradation 
and corruption. 
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4. UN Global Compact - Cities Programme Approach 

Launched by Kofi Annan, the UN Global Compact 
has grown to over 12,000 businesses from 170 
countries. 
 
They sign up to 10 (ethical) principles of the UN 
Global Compact covering human rights, labour, 
environment and anti-corruption. 
 
For businesses, these principles lie at the heart of 
corporate social responsibility. 
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The 10 Principles 
www.citiesprogramme.org 

support and respect the protection of 
internationally proclaimed human rights 
 
make sure they are not complicit in human rights 
abuses 

support for a precautionary approach to 
environmental challenges 
 
undertake initiatives to promote greater 
environmental responsibility 
 
encourage the development and diffusion of 
environmentally friendly technologies 

uphold the freedom of association and effective 
recognition of the right to collective bargaining 
 
eliminate all forms of forced and compulsory labour 
 
effective abolition of child labour 
 
eliminate discrimination in respect of employment and 
occupation 

work against corruption in all its forms, including 
extortion and bribery 



International Secretariat supports 132 city signatories 
to the Global Compact. 
 
Established in 2003, based on the Melbourne Model of 
cross-sectoral collaboration between business, 
government and civil society. 
 
Hosted by RMIT University since 2008, with major 
investment commitment of AUD$ 1 million per annum 
from 2014 to 2019. 

UN Global Compact Cities Programme  



Ethical Cities Campaign 

UN Global Compact - Cities Programme and 
RMIT University contribution to the UN Habitat 
III process. 

 
Hosted Urban Thinkers Campus on Ethical 
Cities in Melbourne on 16 February 2016 in 
collaboration with World Vision International 
and RMIT University.  

Martin Bean, RMIT Vice Chancellor speaks at the Melbourne Urban Thinkers Campus on Ethical Cities 



Ethical Cities Campaign 

Our report on the outcomes of the Urban 
Thinkers Campus is accessible online. 

 
“Ethical Cities” adopted in Principle 1 of 
the New Urban Agenda prepared under the 
World Urban Campaign. 



Ethical Cities Campaign 

Side event will be organised at Prep. Comm. 
3 in Indonesia at the end of July 2016. Side 
event and networking event at UN Habitat III 
in Quito, Ecuador in October 2016. 
 
Launch of a Massive Open Online Course on 
Ethical Cities at UN Habitat III in 
collaboration with RMIT University and 
FutureLearn. 

Workshop on reviews “The City We Need 2.0 at the Urban Thinkers Campus 
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New York Responds 

5. Examples  

Lifting 800,000 New Yorkers out of poverty by 2025 (e.g. 
raising of the minimum wage to US$15 per hour). 
 
Create 200,000 affordable housing units and support the 
creation of 160,000 additional units by 2024. 
 

Reduce greenhouse gases by 80 percent by 2050 (80 x 50).  
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City Scan  
Implemented from February to October 2015 as 
the first comprehensive survey of cities 
committed to the Ten Principles. 

Goal – understand the challenges cities are 
encountering, as well as the policies and 
practices they are implementing to address 
those challenges.  

Perception survey covering 157 issues 
(challenges) under the 22 topic areas in three 
main categories – City Development, City 
Sustainability and City Governance. 
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City Scan  

Reports prepared for 19 cities, some of which 
submitted as Communication on Engagement to 
the Global Compact. 
Phase 2 of City Scan under development. 
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Signatory Cities by Year 
City Scan Respondents by Year of Signing Global Compact 

City Government Type Area (km2) Population 

Ahualulco, Mexico Municipality 157 21,714 

Pula Pola, Croatia City 52 57,460 

Rotorua, New Zealand District 2,619 65,280 

Maribyrnong,  Aus. Municipality 31 79,302 

Xlokk, Malta Region 34 96,316 

Leeuwarden, Neth. Municipality 167 108,249 

Melbourne, Australia City 38 122,207 

Milpa Alta, Mexico Municipality 286 130,582 

Nilufer, Turkey Municipality 507 375,474 

Pasto, Colombia Municipality 1,181 423,217 

Milwaukee, USA City 256 600,000 

Wroclaw, Poland City 293 633,000 

Oslo, Norway City 454 650,000 

Jampshedpur, India City 64 1,000,000 

Tolima, Colombia Department 23,562 1,408,272 

Porto Alegre, Brazil City 497 1,409,351 

Barcelona, Spain City 102 1,602,386 

Berlin, Germany City-State/Municipality 892 3,292,400 

Cape Town, Sth Africa Municipality 2,444 3,900,000 

Data on City Scan Respondents



Issue Score 

Housing affordability 2.3 

Safe passage for bikes 2.3 

Poverty 2.4 

GHG emissions from transport 2.5 

Unemployment 2.6 

Community understanding of climate change issue 2.6 

Safe pedestrian mobility 2.7 

Access to local employment 2.7 

Clean energy alternatives 2.7 

Cleaner transport options 2.7 

Financial resources 2.7 

Substance abuse 2.8 

Process to establish local enterprises 2.8 

Persistent and/or increasing poverty 2.8 

Cost of energy 2.8 

Levels of recycling 2.8 

State or national support 2.8 

Public transport connectivity 2.9 

Access to fair work 2.9 

Dependency on non-renewable / fossil fuel energy 2.9 

For each issue, cities were asked to assign scores 
from 1 for critical issues to 6 for city/region 

strengths.  
 

Top 20 critical issues identified across all 
responding cities. 



Critical issues for large cities 
(population over 1 million)!

17 critical issues related to city development and 
sustainability 
Education (4 issues) 
Cost of food 
Mobility and Public Transport (3 issues) 
Unemployment 
Energy Security (2 issues) 
GHG Emissions from Transport 
Climate Change Adaptation (5 issues) 

Cape Town  Berlin 
No critical issues identified. 54 issues of major 
concern related to city development and 
sustainability 
Education (2 issues) 
Access to Housing (3 issues) 
Mobility and Public Transport (4 issues) 
Access to Employment (7 issues) 
Environmental Sustainability (6 issues) 
Climate Change Mitigation (9 issues) 

Barcelona 
23 critical issues related to city development and 
sustainability 
Social inclusion and equality (4 issues) 
Social Care Services (2 issues) 
Access to Housing (6 issues) 
Mobility and Public Transport (3 issues) 
Access to Employment (5 issues) 
Poverty 
Air pollution 
Climate Change Mitigation (2 issues) 

Porto Alegre 
6 critical issues related to city development and 
sustainability 
Substance Abuse 
Access to Social Care Services 
Access to Housing (4 issues) 
Land for Waste Disposal 

Tolima 
30 critical issues related to city development and 
sustainability 
Social Inclusion and Equality (4 issues) 
Education (3 issues) 
Social Care Services (2 issues) 
Mobility and Public Transport (3 issues) 
Child Labour 
City Security (2 issues) 
Energy Security (3 issues) 
Waste Management (4 issues) 
Climate Change (6 issues) 

Jamshedpur 
10 critical issues related to city development and 
sustainability 
Education (2 issues) 
Health and Well-Being (2 issues) 
Access to Social Security 
Informal Settlements 
Unemployment 
Waste Management (3 issues) 



Critical issues for medium cities 
(population 200,000 to 1/2 million)!

15 critical issues related to city development 
Social Inclusion and Equality (2 issues) 
Access to Dental Care 
Food Security (3 issues) 
Access to Housing (4 issues) 
Access to Employment (3 issues) 
Poverty 
Crime 

Milwaukee Wroclaw 
1 critical issue and 4 issues of major concern 
related to city development 
Housing Affordability (critical issue) 
Access to Dental Care (major concern) 
Access to Adequate Housing (major concern) 
Access to Social Housing (major concern) 
Safe Passage of Bikes (major concern) 

Oslo 
7 issues of major concern related to city 
development and sustainability 
Housing Availability 
Housing Affordability 
Cleaner Transport Options 
Climate Change Mitigation (4 issues) 

Pasto 
8 critical issues related to city development and 
sustainability 
Access to Higher Education 
Maternal and Child Health Services 
Mobility and Public Transport (3 issues) 
Access to Employment (3 issues) 
Community Understanding of Climate Change 

Nilufer 
1 issue of major concern related city development 
Discrimination based on Age, Race, Gender, etc. 
33 issues of moderate concern 
Social Inclusion and Equality (2 issues) 
Education  (3 issues) 
Health and Well-Being (2 issues) 
Food Security (2 issues) 
Housing Affordability 
Informal Settlements 
Energy Security (9 issues) 
Climate Mitigation (9 issues) 



Critical issues for cities with 
population just over 100,000!

30 critical issues related to city development and 
sustainability 
Social Inclusion and Equality (2 issues) 
Access to Dental Care 
Substance Abuse 
Access to Housing (6 issues) 
Mobility and Public Transport (2 issues) 
Access to Employment (6 issues) 
Environmental Sustainability (3 issues) 
Energy Security (3 issues) 
Community Understanding of Climate Change 

Milpa Alta 
42 issues of major concern related to city 
development and sustainability 
Social Inclusion and Equality (2 issues) 
Health and Well-Being (2 issues) 
Access to Housing (4 issues) 
Mobility and Public Transport (3 issues) 
Community and Cultural Identity (3 issues) 
Access to Local Employment 
Public and City Safety (5 issues) 
Water Management (2 issues) 
Fossil Fuel Dependency 
Climate Change (17 issues) 

Melbourne Leeuwarden 
1 issue of major concern - poverty 
7 issues of moderate concern in relation to city 
development and sustainability 
Migration 
Terrorism 
Cost of Energy 
Community Understanding of Climate Change 
Climate Change Adaptation (3 issues) 
 



Critical issues for cities with 
population less than 100,000!

17 critical issues related to city development and 
sustainability 
Quality of Public Transport 
Access to Employment (5 issues) 
Water Management (4 issues) 
Clean Energy Alternatives 
Waste Management (5 issues) 
Community Understanding of Climate Change 

1 issue of major concern related to city 
development - Safe Passage of Bicycles 
3 issues of moderate concern related to city 
sustainability 
Dependence on Fossil Fuel Energy 
Carbon Emissions from Transportation 
Slow Onset Impacts of Climate Change 

Ahualulco Pula-Pola 
7 critical issues related to city development and 
sustainability 
Youth Unemployment 
Poverty 
Access to Nutritional Food 
Obesity and Related Diseases 
Access to Housing (Housing Quality) 
Environmental Pollution 
Land Management 

Rotorua 

Maribyrnong 
4 critical issues related to city development and 
sustainability 
Road Quality 
Flooding 
Severe/Prolonged Droughts 
Increased Severity and Frequency of Extreme 
Weather Events 

Xlokk 
14 issues of moderate concern related to city 
development and sustainability 
Community and Cultural Identity (2 issues) 
Migration 
Air Pollution 
Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation (5 
issues) 
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6. Conclusion and next steps 

The ethical cities agenda is designed 
to raise the profile and advance a 
principles-based and collaborative 
approach to urban development and 
city management for government 
actors, private sector, civil society and 
citizens. 



The Mayor gets a more harmonious and 
inclusive city, clearer agendas through 
negotiated and mediated dialogue, informed 
communities, plus more transparent and 
accountable governance. 

Every stakeholder gains… 

Business sectors, professional and peak 
bodies, and city bureaucrats all get an 
operating environment where it is clear what 
conduct is expected. Open Governance, 
accountability, transparency, and anti-
corruption all provide a solid foundation for 
good business and policy conduct and 
outcomes.  

Communities are less alienated, better 
engaged in participatory democratic decision 
making, have access to fair work practices, 
enjoy equality in the workplace, and are part 
of and therefore more trusting of 
collaborative governance processes.  



Again according to The Guardian: 
 
“In many cities, concerted fight backs against 
corruption have met with some success: the 
transformation of Colombia’s second city of Medellín 
from murder hotspot to apparent civic beacon made 
headlines around the world.” 
 
Medellín is a signatory city to the UN Global Compact 
– Cities Programme. 

It is not all bad news… 



Thankyou and thanks to my colleagues, especially Brendan for helping with 
these slides 
 
http://www.citiesprogramme.org 
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